
 

Summary: Christy and Bonnie go above and beyond to help Marjorie who has cancer. 

Meanwhile, Violet is frustrated by the realities of pregnancy.

 

1. making it up → fabricating a lie. Can also mean to resolve a debt or to return a 

favor. 

2. smoosh → to squash, crush, or flatten. 

3. put some muscle into it → to make a forceful effort into (doing something). 

4. pray for a C-section → C-section is short for cesarean section; a surgical operation 

for delivering a child by cutting through the wall of the mother's abdomen. 

5. chemo → shorthand for chemotherapy; the treatment of disease by the use of 

chemical substances, especially the treatment of cancer by cytotoxic and other 

drugs. 

6. rack → slang for female breasts 

7. like death warmed over → extremely tired or ill. 

8. staying loaded → remaining in the state of having had too much alcohol; drunk. 

9. off the hook → no longer in difficulty or trouble. Originally from fishing. 

10. all dolled up → dressed up, usually for a special occasion. “to look like a doll” 

11. how do I look (to you)?→ “look” in this context is from the perspective of the 

target of the sentence.  

12. panned for cat nuggets → a reference to ‘panning for gold nuggets in riverbeds’ 

during the 1850’s California Gold Rush. But replaced contextually with cat 

litter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOM 

Season 1: Episode 11 “Cotton Candy and Blended Fish.” 
 



 

American Culture: Western Medicine vs. Traditional Medicine 

 

A system in which medical doctors and other healthcare professionals (such as 

nurses, pharmacists, and therapists) treat symptoms and diseases using drugs, 

radiation, or surgery. Also called allopathic medicine, biomedicine, conventional 

medicine, mainstream medicine, and orthodox medicine. 

 

This is in contrast with Traditional Medicine. 

 

The World Health Organization (WHO) defines traditional medicine as "the sum 

total of the knowledge, skills, and practices based on the theories, beliefs, and 

experiences indigenous to different cultures, whether explicable or not, used in the 

maintenance of health as well as in the prevention, diagnosis, improvement or 

treatment of physical and mental illness" 

 

Stolen from Wikipedia and government medical dictionaries. 

 

 
Western medicine is practiced in America as the main form and most recognizable 

form of health profession. This can be seen in the everyday through terminology 

such as; illness, pharmacy, drugs, doctor’s note. The list can go on, while eastern 

medicine uses methodology that encourages inner balance through therapeutic and 

herbal processes. 
 

Comprehension Questions: Answer the following questions based on Episode 11 
 
 

Why did Bonnie go with Christy to Marjorie's chemotherapy? 

 

How long has Christy been allergic to cats? 

 

What was Bonnie teaching Roscoe to do when he failed 
math? 

 

What happened with Marjorie’s son?  
 
 

 
 


