
The Scenario Switch: Leveling Up – Formality in Conversation 

LEVEL: Intermediate / Advanced 

TIME: 15-20 min 

LANGUAGE FOCUS:  

SKILLS: Listening / Speaking / Note Taking  

MATERIALS: 10 Character pairing in 10 typical scenarios or settings / Scenario Switches/ 20 Question 

phrases ranging from appropriate to Inappropriate 

GOAL:  Allow students to understand the fluidity of societal roles and power dynamics dependent on 

context, an aspect that may be more rigid in other societies. 

STUDENTS WILL: Discuss multiple options based on appropriateness in a devil’s advocate style 

discussion. They may disagree, but the exploration and allowance of different styles in different context is 

important. 

PROCEDURE:  

 The class would first play a round together in a tutorial style session. The scenario will be a 

classroom setting with a teacher and a student. Then a list of 3 phrases will be used and the 

students will list how formal the language is and what is the most appropriate for the situation. 

o “Wassup Professor?” Or “Good Morning, how was your holiday?” 

o Or an email setting for example. 

 The students will receive cards with the character pairs and scenarios. They will randomly match 

the cards together and begin the game. 3 Phrases will be pulled from the 20 available and the 

students will then discuss and agree on which the most appropriate phrase for the situation is. 

 If they found a phrase was very incorrect for the situation, they would be asked to explain why it 

would not be appropriate. The students would then be asked to create a situation and characters 

where that phrase would appropriate. 

 The students will then be given the same characters from the tutorial and place them in an 

“inappropriate” setting, where they will be asked to write or place one of the phrases that could be 

used in that setting.  

o I.e. The professor and student at the bar drinking. “Hello Professor! How is the football 

game going?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 


