
The Monologue 

LEVEL: Intermediate / Advanced 

TIME: 15 min. 

LANGUAGE FOCUS: Phonetics, Phonology, Semantics, Syntax, Nonverbal 

SKILLS: Phonemic Awareness, Dialectal Intonation, Vocabulary Memorization 

MATERIALS: A Speech, Monologue, or Poem ranging from .5 – 1.5 Min. 

GOAL: Students, based on their level, will become more aware of cultural standards of speech ranging 

from tempo, dynamics, nonverbal cues and other speech-isms. 

STUDENTS WILL: Use the International Phonetic Alphabet to practice phonemic awareness and help 

them delineate the difference between semantic meaning and phrasal meaning. Then they will bring their 

work into the class at whatever level of preparation they have to workshop and discuss in a constructive 

way. 

PROCEDURE:  

  The student will present their work, memorized or on book, and then the student will be asked to 

explain any difficulties or areas of ease that they find while exploring the work they chose. 

 

  The teacher will then specify different types of word groups, i.e. adjectives, verbs, articles and 

discuss how the intonation of (American) English Language emphasizes intent and word 

importance and directness. The teacher would then ask the student to try portraying the work with 

a different intent or with a different physicalization. This is important in allowing the students to 

make an attempt at mimicry without judgement, releasing barriers and encouraging trial and error 

without trauma. 

 

  The observing students are encouraged throughout to make notes and observations. Upon 

conclusion of the student presentation, the other students will be asked to voice what they saw, in 

particular aspects of English language communication that they found the student explored.  

o For example, did the student initiate eye contact, or did they use a lot of physicalization? 

 

TEACHING TIP: Make note of specific phonemes that the student had trouble with if they are obviously 

unaware of the slight differences. Give them the opportunity to come to you during office hours to work 

through more critical processes of phonemic awareness. Or if the whole class is ok with it, allow critic of 

accent and emphasize that accents are not a hindrance, but being aware of the difference is very important 

for the development of competency and language use. 

 

 


